
DELHI MODERN PUBLIC SCHOOL PAMPORE 

Subject: English      (Term -I)                Class: 7th. 

 

 Poem: To a Butterfly by William Words Worth. 

         About the author: William words Worth (1775-1850) is the greatest poet of nature in 
English. His poems exhibit not only a love of Nature but a feeling of reverence for her. But he 
was also a poet of Man with deep human sympathies and concern for the lives and fortunes of 
the common man. The Prelude is considered his best work. Words Worth was England’s poet 
Laureate from 1843 to 1850. 

Introduction 

      This poem is written by the famous poet William Words Worth. The speaker of the poem 
is a grown up person, who curiously looks back to his childhood. The sight of butterfly 
reminds him his pleasant days of childhood that he had spent with his sister in the country 
side. 

Summary of ‘To a Butterfly’ by William Words Worth. 

      To a Butterfly by William Words Worth is a lyric poem. This is words worth’s best known 
poem addressing a butterfly. In this poem, he remembers how he and his sister Dorothy chased 
butterflies as children while living in cocker mouth before their mother’s death. The poem 
shows us the world from the perspective of a child and how that world changes slowly. 
Childhood begins with an innocence and a curiosity present inside us. 

        In the first part of the poem, the speaker marvels upon how the little creature (Butterfly) 
has managed to hook the poet’s attention for a full half-hour. The poet admires the poise with 
which the butterfly rested upon its perch, a yellow flower. Words Worth was attracted to the 
stillness of the butterfly, which made the insect appear more motionless than the frozen seas. 
The unbroken stillness and calm of the butterfly made the poet wonder if it ever moved to 
even eat or sleep. Then the poet imagines the joys the little creature must feel every time the 
breeze found its delicate wings among the trees, calling out to the butterfly to take flight again 
and grace other corners of the world with its beautiful-presence. 

        In the second stanza, words worth assures the butterfly that it can come take rest in his 
family orchard whenever it wanted. He said that the trees in the orchard belong to him and the 
flowers are under the care of his sister. Hence, the orchard is a safe place for the butterfly to 
use as a sanctuary whenever it pleases. He further assures the little creature that no wrong will 
ever be done to it while it rests in the poet’s orchard and urges the butterfly to come visit him 
and his sister regularly. He invites the butterfly to hit near him and his sister on the bough and 
partake in their pleasant conversation about sunshine and songs. He wants the butterfly to be a 
part of the nostalgia-filled conversations about the sweet summer days from their childhood 
that were so free and pleasant that they seemed to last as long as twenty days. 



Day One – Read the poem ‘To a Butterfly’ written by William Words Worth which is 
given on Page No.42 of your English reader. Read this poem to enjoy the beauty of 
language, thoughts, words and feelings. 

Day Second – Read the poem again and underline important words with pencil. Write 
and learn all these important words with their meaning on notebook. 

Day Third – Keywords from the poem. (i) Feed  : to eat (ii) Lodge: aden, or cave, an 
inn.     (iii) Century : a place of safety, refuge,  or protection. 

Note: Learn and write these words on your notebook. 

Key  Notes. 

Title: The title of the poem is To a Butterfly. 

Author: William Words Worth. 

Rhyme Scheme: The Rhyme Scheme of the first stanza is aabbcbccb. The Rhyme 
Scheme of the second stanza is aabbcacca. 

Theme/ Central Idea: The speaker of the poem (here, the poet himself) is a grown up 
person who looks back to his childhood days. The sight of butterfly reminds him of the 
pleasant of the childhood days he spend together with his sister chasing butterflies on the 
country side. 

Special features: This poem is a lyric. A lyric poem expresses the mood or emotion of a 
single speaker.  

Day 4 

Comprehension: (Answer)  

Note: Do objective question on book and short questions on notebook. 

A.  Half an hour, a yellow flower,       as frozen seas,    breeze,   calling 
B.   False,   True,     True,    False. 
C. 1. The poet is entranced by the grace of the butterfly who has been sitting motionlessly 

on the flower. 
2. The poet is unsure whether the butterfly is sleeping or feeding on the flower because 
it is as motionless as a frozen sea. 
3. The poet is inviting the butterfly to rest in the garden and treat it as a safe home. 
4. The poet misses the long sunny days of his childhood when he had a lot of time to do 
what he wanted. 

Day 5 
Think and answer 

D.  These lines tell us that the poet is no longer a child. 
 ‘ And summer days, when we were young 
   sweet childish days, that were as long 



   As twenty days are now.’ 
E, F, G and I Do yourself 

H. 2. Last June was as hot as this June. 
    3. Is this pudding as delicious as the chocolate mouse? 
    4. The first book of the Harry Potter  series as interesting as the last book. 
. 
Write 5 pairs of Homophones and make sentences from them. 
Make a colourful diagram of butterfly and write a short paragraph on it. 
 

 


