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Lesson no: 03 

ELECTORAL POLITICS 

Introduction: 

In chapter first we have seen modern democracies are indirect. In this 

chapter we will see how these representatives are elected and why 

elections are necessary and useful in a democracy. We then go on to 

ask what makes an election democratic. Towards the end of the 

chapter we will access whether the elections of India are democratic or 

not. 

Election: It is the process through which the electorates choose their 

representatives.  

Election takes place regularly in any democracy. There are more than 

100 countries in the world in which election takes place to choose their 

representatives. Elections are considered essential in our times because 

of the following reasons: In an election the voters make many choices 

They can choose who will make laws for them. 

They can choose the party whose policies will guide the government 

and law making. 

Day 01: (Do the reading of page no. 35 and do the following activity on 

page no. 06 on your notebooks.) 



Day 02: Let’s recall what we learnt there and start with a simple list of 

minimum conditions of democratic elections. 

What makes an election democratic? 

Firstly, everyone should be able to choose. This means everyone should 

have one vote and every vote should have equal value. 

(Write the other points, given on page no. 37, by yourself and also read 

the page carefully.) 

Day 03: What is our system of election? 

In India elections are held after every five years- Lok Sabha and Vidhan 

Sabha Elections. After 5 years the term of the elected representatives 

comes to an end. Elections are held in all constituencies either on the 

same day or within a few days. This is called General Election. 

The country is divided into different areas for purpose of elections. 

These areas are called Electoral Constituencies. For the Lok Sabha 

elections the country is divided into 543 constituencies.  

Reserved Constituencies: Some constituencies are reserved for people 

who belong to the scheduled castes and tribes. 

(Look at the map given on the page no. 39 and 41 and do the given task 

on the notebook.) 

Day 04: Nomination of candidates: 

Anyone who can be a voter can also become a candidate in elections. 

Political parties nominate their candidates who get the party symbol 

and support. Party nomination is often called party-ticket. Every person 

who wishes to contest an election has to fill a nomination form.  



Election Campaign: It simply means the policies and the programs of 

the political parties which they put in front on public before elections. 

(List some of the election campaigns of Indian political parties- Hint: 

Read page no. 44 and also give the meaning of Code of Conduct.) 

Day 05: Polling and counting of votes: 

The final stage of an election is the day when the voters caste or poll 

their vote. After election is over voting machines are taken to safe 

places. Later on there is the process of counting of votes. 

(Do reading of page no. 46 and do the given task below.) 

Day 06: What makes an election in India democratic? 

1. Independent election commission: In our country election are 

conducted by an independent and very powerful election commission. 

It enjoys the same kind of independence that the Judiciary enjoys. The 

chief election commissioner is appointed by the president of India. But 

once appointed, the Chief election commissioner is not answerable to 

him or the government. 

(List the functions of the election commission of India on your 

notebook- Hint: Page no. 47.) 

Day 07:  

2. Popular Participation: Another way to check the quality of election 

process is to see whether people participated in with enthusiasm or 

not. If the election process is not free or fair, people will not continue 

to participate in the exercise. 

(Read the graph on page no. 48 and 49 and plot your conclusion.) 



Day 08: Challenges to free and fair elections: 

Can an ordinary citizen hope to be in elections? Questions of this kind 

bring many limitations and challenges of Indian elections to our 

attention. These include: 

1. Some families tend to dominate political parties; tickets are 

distributed to relatives from these families. 

(Highlight other points on your notebook- Hint: Page no. 51.) 

(Check your progress- Do the given assignment of page no. 51 on your 

notebook.) 

Day 09: (Learn and write the glossary on you notebook.) 

(Check your ability and try to find out the most appropriate answers of 

the given first 06 questions on page no. 52 and 53.) 

Day 10: (Check your ability and try to find out the most accurate 

answers of the remaining 05 questions.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


