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DELHI MODERN PUBLIC SCHOOL PAMPORE 
CLASS 10 TH 
SUBJECT POLITICAL SCIENCE 
TOPIC GENDER CASTE RELIGION 
Day 1 
INTRODUCTION 
Dear students in previous chapter we noted about the existence of 
social diversity does not threaten 
Democracy. Political expression of social differences is possible and 
sometimes quite desirable in a Democratic system. In this chapter we 
apply these ideas to the practice of democracy in India. These are 
Social differences based on gender, religion and caste. We also ask 
whether different expression based on 
These differences are healthy or not. So let's start with gender 
division 
Public /private division 
Boys and girls are brought up to believe that the main responsibility 
of women is house work and 
Bringing up children. 
The different ways in which woman of India is decimated in India are 
1. Patriarchal Society: In our country women still lag much behind 
men despite some improvements after independence. Our societies 
still a male dominated Society. 
(Homework: List other ways in which women of India is discriminated 
on your notebooks. P no 36 37) 
Day 2 
Women’s Political Representation: In India, the proportion of women 
in legislature, has been very low. 
In this respect, India is among the bottom groups of nations in the 
world. India is placed on the 
111 th position in the world. 
Sex ratio: The ratio between the no. of men and women in the 
population is called sex ratio. In India it is 



calculated as the no. of females per thousand males. 
(Homework: Read and Write a detailed note on women’s 
Representation in India. Hint- Page no. 37).) 
Day 3 
Religion and Politics: 
Dear students let us turn on an important social division based on 
religious differences. Religious 
diversity is fairly widespread in the world today. Unlike gender 
differences, the religious 
differences are often expressed in the field of politics. 
(Homework: Prove how India is a secular state and note it down on 
the fair notebook. Hint- Page no. 
39.) 
Day 4 
Communalism: It simply means the feeling of superiority of one’s 
religion over the other. Communal 
politics is based oh the idea that religion is the principle basis of the 
social community. 
(Homework: State different forms of communal Politics with one 
example each. Hint- Read page no. 
40).) 
Day 5 
Caste in equalities: 
Dear students unlike gender and religion, caste division is special to 
India. Members of the same caste 
group were supposed to form social community. Different social 
reformers worked a lot to 
establish a society in which caste inequalities are absent. 
(Homework: 1. Caste inequalities are still continuing in India. Write a 
brief note on it. Hint- Read page 
no. 42. 
2. Caste alone cannot determine election results in India. Write a 
brief note on it. Hint- Read page 
no. 44.) 
Day 6 



Doing question answers with the help of the key , write done all the 
textual questions on you notebooks. 
Day7 
Check your progress. 
Do given exercise yourself. Page no. 46 and 47. 
Day 8 
Check your progress. 
Write the meaning of the following definitions on your notebook 
1. Patriarchal 
2. Feminism 
3. Sex ratio 
4. Communalism 
5. Secularism 
Day 9 
Practice work: 
Learn first 3 textual questions and write down those answers on your 
rough copy. 
Day 10 
Highlight all the important points about the lesson on your fair 
notebooks. 
Learn next 3 textual questions and write down those answers on 
your rough copy. 
Hope this procedure may help you to understand the lesson and 
from the examination point of view 
also. In case of any help please contact me. 
SUMAIR ALAM WANI 
9055210182 
9906467896 
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1. Sexual division of Labour (SDL): - A system in which all work 
inside the home is either done by the women of the family, or 
organised by them through the domestic helpers.  
2. Feminist: - Feminist is a person (male/ female) who advocates that 
both men and women deserve the same rights and opportunities in the 
society.  
3. Feminist Movement: - The feminist movement also known as the 
women’s movement or simply feminism refers to a series of political 
campaigns. These agitations demanded enhancing the political and 
legal status of women and improving their educational and career 
opportunities. More radical women’s movements aimed at equality in 
personal and family life as well.  
The wave of feminism formally began at the Seneca Falls Convention 
in 1848.  
Heinrich Cornelius Agrippa (German legal scholar) is known as the 
“father of feminism”.  
4. Patriarchal Society: - Patriarchal society is a society in which men 
hold power and predominate in roles of political leadership, moral 
authority, social privilege and control of property.  
5. Communalism: - Communalism is an idea which believes in 
society being divided into a number of religious communities that are 
different from each other and opposed to each other. In this kind of 
society, each community think itself as superior to others.  
6. Family Laws: - Those laws that deal with family related matters 
such as marriage, divorce, adoption, inheritance etc.  
7. Secular State: - A secular state is one that does not grant any 
privilege or support on any particular religion. It does not differentiate 
people on the religion they follow.  
8. Casteism: - Casteism refers to one-sided loyalty in favour of a 
particular caste.  
9. Caste Hierarchy: - A ladder like formation in which all the caste 
groups are placed from the ‘highest’ to the ‘lowest’ castes.  
In other words, caste hierarchy is a system in which members of a 
society are ranked according to relative caste-upper to bottom.  



10. Urbanisation: - Urbanisation refers to the population shift from 
rural areas to urban areas.  
 



11. Occupational Mobility: - Occupational mobility refers to the 
shift from one occupation to another, usually when a new generation 
takes up occupations other than those practised by their ancestors.  
Textual Questions 
 MUZAMIL SIR 
  
Qno1:- Mention different aspects of life in which women are 
discriminated or disadvantaged in India.  
Ans: - Indian society is patriarchal society. Since long, females have 
been cramped to four walls of the house and males. Girls were 
prejudiced to work in houses and bringing up children. This prejudice 
has not changed too much and women are still discriminated or 
disadvantaged. Some of the examples of which are as under:  
1. The literacy rate among women is 65.46% as compared with 
82.14% among men. Similarly a very small portion of girl students go 
for higher education. It is because the parents prefer to spend their 
resources for education of their male heirs.  
2. Women have a small share in highly paid jobs and higher posts. On 
an average, a woman works one hour more than a man per day. Yet 
much of her work is not paid and often not valued.  
3. Indian parents mostly prefer sons over female children. Often, the 
girl child is aborted before she is born, this is evident from the 
declining child sex ratio, which stands 927 girls per thousand boys 
and at some places it is below 850 or even 800.  
4. There are repeated incidents of crime against women both at 
domestic front and outside the home.  
5. In India, the proportion of women in legislatures has been very low.  
 
All these factors have prevented the Indian women from actively 
participating in the work outside their homes and have confined her to 
domestic work only.  
Qno2: - State different forms of communal politics with one 
example each.  
Ans: - Communalism can take several forms in politics, some of 
which are as:  



1. The most common expression of communalism is of communal 
superiority in our daily basis. Militant religious groups are an 
example.  
2. At times communalism takes its most horrible form in shape of 
communal violence and riots. Gujarat riots of 2002, is the best 
example.  
3. The quest for political dominance of one religion over another in a 
community. It takes a form of Majoritarianism. Ethnic conflict in 
Srilanka is a good example of this type of communalism.  
4. Political mobilisation based on religion is another form of 
communalism. This involves the use of sacred symbols, religious 
leaders, and emotional appeal to bring the followers of one religion 
together in the political areas. Examples in India are politicians trying 
to influence voters from the two largest religious communities in 
India i.e. Hindus and Muslims.  
 
  



5. Formation of political parties on the basis of communities is yet 
another form of communalism. It leads to the growth of parties based 
on religion. Shiv Sena, Muslim League are the examples.  
 
Qno3: - State how caste inequalities are still continuing in India.  
Ans: - Given below are some points which highlights how caste in 
equalities are still continuing in India. According to), the following 
evidence reflects the present caste inequalities in India:  
1. According to the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) , the 
average economic status (measured by criteria like monthly 
consumption expenditure) of caste groups still follows the old 
hierarchy – the ‘upper’ castes are best off, the Dalits and Adivasis are 
worse off, and the backward classes are in between.  
2. While every caste has some poor population, the percentage living 
in extreme poverty (below the official ‘poverty line’) is much higher 
for the low castes and much lower for the upper castes, with the 
backward classes in between.  
3. In social sphere, even now, most people marry within their own 
caste and tribe.  
4. Despite constitutional prohibition, untouchability has not ended 
completely.  
5. Education is not easily available to the low castes.  
 
Qno4: - State two reasons to say that caste alone cannot 
determine election results in India.  
Ans: - Given below are t he two reasons that say that caste alone 
cannot determine election results in India:  
1. In India, no parliamentary constituency has a clear majority of one 
single caste. So, every candidate and party needs to win the 
confidence of more than one caste and community to win elections.  
2. No party wins the votes of all the voters of caste or community. 
When people say that caste is a ‘vote bank’ of one party, it usually 
means that a large proportion of the voters from that caste vote for 
that party.  
 



Qno5: - What is the status of women’s representation in India’s 
legislative bodies?  
Ans: - Regarding women’s representation, India is among the bottom 
group nations in the world. The representation in India’s legislative 
bodies is very low. The women strength in the Lok sabha is not even 
10% today. Their share in state assemblies is as low as 5%. Women’s 
organisations and activists have been demanding a similar reservation 
of at least one-third of seats in the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies 
for women. A bill with this proposal has been pending before the 
Parliament for more than a decade. But there is no consensus over this 
issue among all the political parties. The bill has not been passed yet. 
However, after passing of 73rd and 74th constitutional amendments 
acts, 1/3rd seats have been reserved for women in urban and rural 
local bodies like, Municipal corporations, Municipalities and 
Panchayats. As a result there are more than 10 lakh elected women 
representatives in rural and urban local bodies.  
 



Qno6: -Mention any three constitutional provisions that make 
India a secular state.  
Ans: - In the India, people follow different religions. Therefore, India 
neutral in matters of religion and choose to be a secular state. 
Following constitutional provisions declare India to be a secular state:  
1. The fundamental right to the freedom of religion clearly states that 
one has a right to practise, profess and propagate any religion.  
2. There is no official religion of India for India. Unlike Srilanka 
where Buddhism is the state religion, Islam in Pakistan and 
Christianity in England. Our constitution does not provide any special 
status to any religion.  
3. Prohibition of discrimination on the basis of religion is one of the 
tenets in the constitution under the fundamental right to equality.  
 
Qno7: -When we speak of gender divisions, we usually refer to: 
(Solved)  
a) Biological difference between men and women  
b) Unequal roles assigned by the society to men and women  
c) Unequal child sex ratio  
d) Absence of voting rights for women in democracies.  
 
Ans: - (b) Unequal roles assigned by the society to men and women  
Qno8: - In India seats are reserved for women in: (Solved)  
a) Lok Sabha  
b) State legislative assemblies  
c) Cabinets  
d) Panchayat Raj bodies  
 
Ans: - (d) Panchayat Raj bodies  
Qno9: - Consider the following statements on the meaning of 
communal politics. Communal politics is based on the belief that: 
(Solved)  
a) One religion is superior to that of others.  



b) People belonging to different religions can live together happily as 
equal citizens.  
c) Followers of a particular religion constitute one community.  
d) State power cannot be used to establish the domination of one 
religious group over others.  
 
Which of these statements is/are correct?  
a) A, B, C and D b) A, B and D c) A and C d) B and D.  
Ans: - (c) A and C  
Qno10: - Which among the following statements about India’s 
constitution is wrong? It  
  



a) Prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion.  
b) Gives official status to one religion.  
c) Provides to all individuals freedom to profess any religion.  
d) Ensures equality of citizens within religious communities.  
 
Ans: - (b) Gives official status to one religion.  
Qno11: - Social divisions based on caste are peculiar to India.  
Qno12: - Match List I with 
List II and select the correct 
answer using the codes 
given below: (Solved) List I  

List II  

1  A person who 
believes in equal 
rights and 
opportunities for 
women and men  

 
A. Communalist  
 

2  A person who says 
that religion is the 
principal basis of 
community  

 
B. Feminist  
 

3  A person who 
thinks that caste is 
the principal basis 
of community  

 
C. Secularist  
 

4  A person who does 
not discriminate 
others on the basis 
of religious beliefs  

 
D. Castiest  
 

 


