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                                                CHAPTER NAME: THE SERMON AT BENARES 

Day 1st: Introduction 

Summary: This story is about a woman who is very sad at untimely demise of her son. This is quite 

natural for anybody. Over a period of time, people usually come to terms with personal tragedies and 

move on in life. The main character in this story is running from pillar to post so that someone could 

somehow revive her dead child. But nobody can do miracle and hence everyone refuses to come to her 

help. Finally, a person sends her to Buddha because he was aware that Buddha would surely help that 

poor woman to come to terms with her grief. Buddha finds an innovative approach to make that lady 

realize the imminent truth of death. On Buddha’s command, Kisa Gotami goes in search of a house 

where nobody had ever died. But since it is impossible to find such a house, she does not get what she 

was searching for. Finally, the poor lady realizes the important lesson which Buddha wanted to teach 

her. 

 Note: Read the lesson carefully and do the following: 

Write down the antonyms of the words given in the glossary. 

Prepare a presentation for next class. 

 

Day 2nd: 

Students has been asked to give presentation randomly. After that recaptulation of the chapter has to 

be done. 

Recaptulation: 

1. Gautam Buddha lived from 563 BC to 483 BC. His real name was Siddhartha Gautama. 

2. When he was twelve years old, he was sent for the study of sacred Hindu scriptures. 

3. The prince left the befitted royalty. He kept wandering for seven years and at last sat down 

under a tree.  

4. Hr kept sitting there for seven days and at last got enlightment. The tree came to be known as  

the Bo tree and the prince as the Buddha. 

5. The Buddha gave his first sermon at the holy city of Benares.  

6. In this sermon, he related the story of a woman named Kisa Gotami who had an only son. 

 



Day 3rd:  

Thinking about the text: 

  

Question 1:  what is a sermon. How is it different from a lecture?  

Answer:  

A sermon is an oration, lecture, or talk by a member of a religious institution or clergy. Sermons 

address a Biblical, theological, religious, or moral topic, usually expounding on a type of belief.  

There are a few differences. 

Sermons tend to be focused on religious education. Lectures tend to be focused on scientific 

education. Sermons use the preacher as a focal point. Lectures try to focus on the information 

being provided. Sermons aim to convince the listener to change his or her beliefs to agree with 

the preacher. Lectures aim to provide the student with the information to allow their intellectual 

development in the discussed area. Sermons are not as open to questions, specifically one’s 

that require more clarification of the discussed topic. Lectures tend to be more open to 

questions about the discussed topic, but less open to question not related to the topic. 

 

Question 2:  When her son dies, Kisa Gotami goes from house to house. What does she ask for? Does 

she get it? Why not? 

Answer: Kisa Gotami goes from house to house to get some medicine which could put back life in her 

dead son. But once a person is dead, he cannot be revived. Hence, people only pity at her agony 

because they know that no medicine can bring life back in her child. 

Question 3: Kisa Gotami again goes from house to house after she speaks with the Buddha. What does 

she ask for, the second time around? Does she get it? Why not? 

Answer: After speaking with the Buddha, Kisa Gotami goes from house to house to get a handful of 

mustard seeds. But Buddha had made a condition, i.e. mustard seeds should be only from a house in 

which nobody ever died. Since death is an imminent fact and is integral to the life cycle, so Kisa Gotami 

does not get mustard seeds. 

 Question 4: What does Kisa Gotami understand the second time that she failed to understand the first 

time? Was this what the Buddha wanted her to understand? 

Answer: She understood the real truth of life and death. She understood that everyone who has come 

into this world is going to die sooner or later. By sending her to different houses, Buddha wanted her to 

realize the fragile nature of human life. He also wanted her to rise above worldly matters so that the 

departed soul could rest in peace. 

Question 5: Why do you think Kisa Gotami understood this only the second time? In what way did the 

Buddha change her understanding? 



Answer: Buddha applied practical way of teaching an important lesson. Sometimes, we may not 

understand a complex subject by only reading a text material. Many a time, we need to have practical 

experience to understand complex issues. 

Note: Learn 4 questions. 

Day fourth: 

Oral test conducted of previous three questions. 

 Question 6: How do you usually understand the idea of ‘selfishness’? Do you agree with Kisa Gotami 

that she was being ‘selfish in her grief ’? 

Answer: Being concerned with your own desires and beliefs is called selfishness. Kisa Gotami was only 

thinking about her personal sorrow and life after her personal tragedy. She was not thinking about grief 

of all other people. So, it can be said that she was being ‘selfish in her grief. 

  

Language work: 

A modal verb is a type of verb that is used to indicate modality – that is: likelihood, ability, 

permission, request, capacity, suggestions, order, obligation, or advice. Modal verbs always 

accompany the base form of another verb having semantic content.. 

1. should/would 

2. will 

3. can 

4. can/could 

5. could 

6. would 

7. can 

8. cant 

9. must 

10. should 

11. need 

12. cannot 

13. would 

14. should 

15. mustn’t 



16. would 

17. should 

18. can 

19. used to 

20. may 

Learn next three questions 

 

Day fifth: 

 Oral test conducted  

RELATIVE CLAUSES:  

we use defining relative clauses to give essential information about someone or something – 

information that we need in order to understand what or who is being referred to. A defining relative 

clause usually comes immediately after the noun it describes. .. 

The relative pronouns  

Subject Object Possessive 

who who/whom whose 

which which whose 

that that - 

We use relative pronouns to introduce relative clauses. Relative clauses 
tell us more about people and things: 

Lord Thompson, who is 76, has just retired. 
This is the house which Jack built. 
Marie Curie is the woman that discovered radium. 



We use: 

• who and whom for people 

• which for things 

• that for people or things. 

Two kinds of relative clause 

There are two kinds of relative clause: 

1.  We use relative clauses to make clear which person or thing we are 
talking about: 

Marie Curie is the woman who discovered radium. 
This is the house which Jack built. 

In this kind of relative clause, we can use that instead of who or which: 

Marie Curie is the woman that discovered radium. 
This is the house that Jack built. 

We can leave out the pronoun if it is the object of the relative clause: 

This is the house that Jack built. (that is the object of built) 

 

2. Answers 

2. A waitress who was very polite and patient served us. 

3. Govt passed a law which the public didn’t accept it. 

4. The girl who saved a baby from drowning was highly praised. 

5. Tom who was lame could not walk properly. 

Rest parts do it yourself. 

Learn all questions for written class test 

DAY 7TH : 

Written test conducted. 

Day 8th: 



Test of grammar work. 

 


	Two kinds of relative clause

