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Lesson No.4         Topic: The Road Not Taken 

Introduction:"The Road Not Taken'' is written by Robert Frost. 
It is an ambiguous poem that allows the reader to think about 
choices in life whether to go with mainstream or go alone."The 
Road Not Taken" symbolizes our life. The poet says that the 
path we don't choose in our life is 'the road not taken’. It is set 
in rural natural environment which encourages the speaker 
towards introspection. The mood or tone of Frost's poem can 
perhaps to best described but the word Nostalgia looking back 
on the past with sentimental emotions 

Characteristic features of Frost's poetry:   

(i)He employs day to day language. 

(ii)Themes from daily life (Simple common themes)       
(iii)Language deceptively clear. 

      (It looks apparently simple but there is a deep story) 

(iv)We encounter with Balance in Frost's poetry. 

      ( There are two opinions but there is always balance) 

Thematic concern: Main theme of the poem is at human beings 



are confronted with and defined the choices they make. 

There are two opinions but he leaves it upto readers to decide 
and choose. 

Day1:Dear students learn the characteristics features. 

Day2:Go through the poem and find out imagery and poetic 
devices. 

Day3:Q.Where does the traveler find himself? What problem 
does he face? 

Ans: The traveller finds himself on the intersect one of two 
roads .He faces the problem of opting the better road once for 
all. 

Q. What is the difference between the two roads as described 
by the poet in stanzas two and three? 

Ans: The difference between the two roads as described by the 
poet in stanzas 'two' and 'three' is that one road is grassy and 
less travelled while as the other of grassless and beaten one. 

Q. Which road does the poet choose? Does the regret his 
decision? 

Ans. The poet chooses the road which is grassy and less 
travelled. 

Yes, he regrets for his decision because he is in dilema whether 



his choice would prove right or wrong. 

Note: Learn these questions. 

Day3:Find the rhyme scheme of the poem .      
Ans :The rhyme scheme of the poem is abaab. 

Q. Explain the meaning of the following phrases : 

(a)A yellow wood 

Ans: It means autumn stricken forest. 

(b)Bent in the undergrowth 

Ans: It means disappeared in dense trees. 

(c) Trodden black 

Ans:It means changing colour due to trampling . 

Metaphorical elements:  

Extended metaphor: Extended metaphor refers to a 
comparison between two unlike things that continues 
throughout the poem. 

The poem is an extended metaphor. We see the metaphor of 
road from beginning to end. The entire poem is a metaphor for 
the choices we make in life. Here road symbolizes the journey 
of life. In which we encounter more than one opinions and he 
we have to opt only one .Life puts us on the horns of dilemma 
.Wood metaphorically represents the expanse of what is spread 



out around the traveller. 

Note: Learn metaphor, extended metaphor. 

Grammar: 

Message Writing 

 Message: A message is an information, news, requests etc. 
Sent to somebody in writing, speech, by phone etc. 

Some important points. 

(i) It should have an address 

(ii) Brief salutation 

(iii) Clearly mention the name of a person from whom the 
message was received. 

(iv) Date and time. 

(v) Only important points should be written. 

(vi) Language should be clear and accurate. 

(vii) It should be written in the reported speech. 

(viii) Put your name and sign at the end. 

(ix) Word limit should be strictly followed. 

 Read the telephonic conservation between Rohit and Sahil. 

Rohit: Hello! Is this 3210876? 



Sahil: Yes, Who is there? 

Rohit: I am Rohit i want to talk to Sahil 

Sahil: Papa is not at home. You can give me the message. 

Rohit: Tell him that the meeting regarding COVID-19 has been 
postponed and as soon as the new date is fixed, I’ll let him 
know. 

Rohit: All right. I’ll convey the message. 

 

 

 
 
Date and time 
 
 
Brief Salutation 
 
 
In this area, write  
the information  
to be conveyed 
 
 
 
 
Name of the person 
writing the message 

SPECIMEN FORMAT OF MESSAGE WRITING 

MESSAGE 



 

                
MESSAGE 

13th April 

5: 00 P.M 

Dear Papa. 

There was a Phone call from Mr. Rohit. He said that 
COVID-19 meeting has been postponed. He will let you 
know the date as soon as it is fixed. 

Sahil 


